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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


CURRENT LIST INDEXES 


In response to a resolution adopted by the Medical Library 
Association at its annual meeting in Galveston in April, a series of 
emergency measures has been taken to bring the indexes to the 
Current List of Medical Literature up to date. The Current List 
Section has been assigned temporarily to the Catalog Division and 
additional personnel have been detailed from other divisions of the 
Library to assist in this special project. Current indexes will be 
published as soon as possible after the appearance of the last regular 
issue for any one month, and back indexes will be prepared, on an 
“index word” basis, beginning with the index for issues published 
during the month of February 1949 and going back to May 1948. 


The Library fully appreciates the difficulties experienced by the 
medical librarians of the country in attempting to find recent ref- 
erences without an up-to-date index, and is doing everything pos- 
sible to assist them. 


MEDICAL INDEXING COMMITTEE MEETING 


The fifth meeting of the Consultant Committee on Medical 
Indexing, Office of the Surgeon General, U. S. Army, took place 
on Sunday, 1 May 1949, at the Department of Agriculture Library. 

Invitations to the meeting had been extended to Dr. Raymund 
L. Zwemer, Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, and Dr. Henry R. Viets. 
Dr. Zwemer, Executive Secretary of the National Research Council, 
gave an overall picture of UNESCO in relation to the whole index- 
ing problem. Mrs. Cunningham, who is a United States representa- 
tive on UNESCO’s Interim Co-ordinating Committee on Medical 
and Biological Abstracting which is to meet in Paris 1 to 4 June, 
reported on previous meetings of that Committee. Dr. Viets is the 
observer for the American Medical Association on this Interim Co- 
ordinating Committee. 

The Medical Indexing Committee adopted the following reso- 
lution to be transmitted to the UNESCO Interim Co-ordinating 
Committee: ‘Resolved that indexing is a matter of primary impor- 
tance in the management of medical literature.” 
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The morning session closed with the presentation by Mr. Scott 
Adams of his “Proposal for Decentralized Publication of Indexes,” 

At the afternoon session, Mr. Ralph R. Shaw explained the 
principle of the Bush Rapid Selector. In a practical demonstration 
selections were made from film running at the rate of 60,000 entries 
per minute. 


DR. LARKEY ATTENDING MEETING 


The Surgeon General of the Army, at the invitation of 
UNESCO, is sending Dr. Sanford V. Larkey as an observer to the 
meeting of the Interim Co-ordinating Committee on Medical and 
Biological Abstracting to be held at UNESCO House in Paris 1 to 4 
June 1949, 


Dr. Larkey, who is an Honorary Consultant to the Army 
Medical Library and a member of the Surgeon General’s Consultant 
Committee on Medical Indexing, is Director of the Research Project 
established at Johns Hopkins University as an instrument of that 
Committee. He expects to visit several European countries, inter- 
viewing a large number of individuals who are concerned with the 
problems of medical indexing. 


MRS. CUNNINGHAM HONORED 


Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, librarian of the Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity School of Medicine, was the first recipient of the Medical 
Library Association’s annual Marcia C. Noyes Award, given in 
recognition of her outstanding achievements in medical librarian- 
ship. 

The award, an inscribed silver tray, was presented at the 
forty-eighth annual meeting of the Medical Library Association 
held in Galveston, Texas, in April. Mrs. Cunningham, a former 
president of the Association, is a member of UNESCO’s Expert 
Committee on Scientific Abstracting. 


AML SUMMER HOURS 


During the months of July and August the summer hours will 
be in effect in the Reference Reading Room: 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m, 
Monday through Saturday. The Library will not be open to the 
public on Wednesday evenings and Sunday afternoons. 
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NEW MONTHLY LEA 


The Columbus Memorial Library of the Pan American Union 
is publishing a new monthly LEA (Librarians, Editors, Authors) 
which is planned as a comprehensive guide to the bibliographical 
production of the American States. LEA replaces the Pan American 
Bookshelf as of January 1949. 

The Army Medical Library has joined the Library of Congress 
and the U. S. Department of Agriculture and Pan American Sani- 
tary Bureau Libraries in contributing cards for Latin American 
works published during the past two years. 





LONGITUDE AND LATITUDE 


Several world maps hang on the office walls of the Editor of the 
Index-Catalogue, showing the Catalogue’s distribution. A small- 
scale one is marked with pins—red pins for cities where the sets are 
available for investigators and green pins where the sources of the 
literature recorded are located. Two of the latest additions are 
widely separated places: Anchorage in Alaska (about 61°N, 
150°W) and Kampala in Uganda (0.19°N, 32.35°E). Among the 
cities having the Index-Catalogue, only Reykjavik in Iceland is 
nearer to the Arctic Circle (61.10°N, 22.0°W), and only Quito in 
Ecuador is closer to the equator (0.10°S, 78.35°W). 

In Anchorage the Index-Catalogue will serve the Alaska Health 
and Sanitation Activities of the U. S. Social Security Agency, while 
in the East African town it is for the use of the Mulago Medical 
Library and the medical school of the Maderere College. The 
librarian of Kampala had previously used the set of the Index- 
Catalogue in Johannesburg (26.13° Latitude South), a distance of 
some 7000 miles. On the Editor’s map both Anchorage and Kam- 
pala are also marked by green pins as sources of medical knowledge 
and literature. 

North and south, east and west, it may be said that there is 
never a minute without daylight for the Imdex-Catalogue. 


CLEVELAND NEWS 


The History of Medicine Division entertained the Cleveland 
chapter of the Special Libraries Association on Wednesday evening, 
27 April. Almost the entire staff was present to show the visitors 
the various types of work done in the Division as well as to acquaint 
them with the Library’s collection of rare books. The Binding 
Studio was in operation and Mr. Jean Eschmann explained the work 
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of binding and restoring rare books. Miss Mae Surtz operated the 
microfilm camera. Miss Anna F. Jones was engaged in mounting 
Japanese caricatures and had set up a display of the kind of work 
being done on the portrait collection. Dr. Dorothy M. Schullian 
displayed a selected group of some of the Library’s most interesting 
manuscripts and incunabula. At the same time, Dr. Howard Dit- 
trick, an Honorary Consultant to the Army Medical Library, gra- 
ciously opened his Medical Museum, adjoining the library rooms, and 
showed the visitors the interesting treasures which he has collected, 


INDEX UNIVERSALIS 


The Library has recently received a number of volumes of a 
medical index apparently unknown in the United States. The 
Index Universalis, published by the Manchurian College of Medicine 
in Mukden, apparently began publication in 1924. The Library’s 
holdings cease with Volume 14, 1937. 


It groups medicine in 22 classes and under each group it pub- 
lishes the tables of contents of journal issues. Both Japanese and 
occidental publications are included. It was published monthly 
without indexes. ; 


ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY CARDS 


The Card Division of the Library of Congress still has copies 
of the publication Army Medical Library Cards, issued as a supple- 
ment to the Cumulative Catalog of Library of Congress Printed 
Cards. This publication represents titles cataloged by the Army 
Medical Library from April to December 1948, supplementing the 
cataloging of the Library of Congress. Orders for the publication, 
which costs $2.50, should be addressed to the Card Division, Library 
of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 


MEDICAL BOOK LIST 


The Library has in preparation a highly selective list of Ameri- 
can medical books planned for the guidance of the Department of 
State in stocking the many U. S. Information Service libraries 
throughout the world. The books are selected to represent the most 
significant American contributions to medical advancement in re- 
cent years. Similar lists have already been prepared for the Civil 
Affairs Division of the Department of the Army for its use in the 
U. S. Information Center libraries of the occupied areas. 

















